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Prepare ye the way
of the Lord



Page 2

A Daily Evening Devotional

The family lights the appropriate candle(s) in the Advent Wreath as shown in the picture for each week.
While lighting the candle(s) you may read the Collect for Lighting the Candle .

The Lord's Prayer
OURFather,whoart in heaven,Hallowedby thyName. Thykingdomcome. Thywill be
done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader: O Lord, open thou our lips.
Family: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Leader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Family: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.

Amen.
Leader: Praise ye the Lord.
Family: The Lord’s Name be praised.

The Lesson (Daily appointed lessons, collects, and prayers can be found beginning on page 4.)
Before each lesson, it shall be said;
Here beginneth such a Chapter (or verse of such a Chapter) of such a Book.
After the lesson it shall be said,
Here endeth the lesson.

Apostles' Creed
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord: Whowas conceived by theHoly Ghost, Born of the VirginMary:
SufferedunderPontiusPilate,Was crucified, dead, andburied: Hedescended intohell;
The thirddayhe rose again from thedead: Heascended intoheaven, And sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty: From thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholic Church; The Communion
of Saints: The Forgiveness of sins: The Resurrection of the body: And the Life
everlasting. Amen.
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Leader: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Family: And grant us thy salvation.
Leader: O Lord, save the State.
Family: Andmercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Leader: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Family: Andmake thy chosen people joyful.
Leader: O Lord, save thy people.
Family: And bless thine inheritance.
Leader: Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Family: For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest us dwell in safety.
Leader O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Family: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collect for the week.

Prayer for the week.

The Grace
THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Cor. xii. 14.

The family extinguishes the candle(s) in the Advent Wreath.
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Sunday, November 28

Collect for Lighting the Candle
STIR up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by thy protection we may be rescued from the
dangersthatbesetusthroughoursins;andbeaRedeemertodeliverus;Wholivestandreignest
with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end. Amen.

The Lesson: Matthew 25:1-13
“Then thekingdomofheavenwill be like tenvirginswho took their lampsandwent tomeet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry,
‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out tomeet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their
lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to
the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.
Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly,
I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

Collect for the First Week of Advent
ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us
thearmourof light, nowin the timeof thismortal life, inwhich thySon JesusChrist cametovisit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judgeboth thequickand thedead,wemayrise to the life immortal, throughhimwho livethand
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

Prayer for the First Week of Advent
OGOD, fromwhomall holy desires, all good counsels, and all justworks do proceed; Give unto
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
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Monday, November 29

Collect for Lighting the Candle
STIRup,webeseech thee,OLord, thewills of thy faithful people; that they, plenteouslybringing
forth the fruit of good works, may by thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Lesson: Revelation 3:14-22
“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the beginning of God's creation.

“‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot!
So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For
you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched,
pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy fromme gold refined by fire, so that you
may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your
nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom
I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him,
and he with me. The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.’”

Collect for the First Week of Advent
ALMIGHTYGod, giveusgrace thatwemaycast away theworksofdarkness, andputuponus the
armour of light, now in the time of thismortal life, inwhich thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his gloriousmajesty to judge
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

Prayer for the First Week of Advent
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey
thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
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Tuesday, November 30

Collect for Lighting the Candle
STIR up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by thy protection we may be rescued from the
dangersthatbesetusthroughoursins;andbeaRedeemertodeliverus;Wholivestandreignest
with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end. Amen.

The Lesson: Revelation 4
After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I
had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what
must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven,
with one seated on the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and
carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald.
Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four
elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From the throne
came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were
burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, and before the throne
there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in
front and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox,
the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle
in flight. And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all
around and within, and day and night they never cease to say,

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
who was and is and is to come!”

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on
the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is
seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns
before the throne, saying,

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.”
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Collect for the First Week of Advent
ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us
thearmourof light, nowin the timeof thismortal life, inwhich thySon JesusChrist cametovisit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judgeboth thequickand thedead,wemayrise to the life immortal, throughhimwho livethand
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

Prayer for the First Week of Advent
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to
obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.
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Wednesday, December 1

Collect for Lighting the Candle
STIRupthypower,OLord,andcome, thatbythyprotectionwemayberescued fromthedangers
thatbesetus throughoursins;andbeaRedeemer todeliverus;Who livestandreignestwithGod
the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end. Amen.

The Lesson: Revelation 5
Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and
on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or
under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly
because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders
said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right
hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song,
saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice
of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a
loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
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And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and
all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Collect for the First Week of Advent
ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us
thearmourof light, nowin the timeof thismortal life, inwhich thySon JesusChrist cametovisit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judgeboth thequickand thedead,wemayrise to the life immortal, throughhimwho livethand
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

Prayer for the First Week of Advent
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to
obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.
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Thursday, December 2

Collect for Lighting the Candle
STIR up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by thy protection we may be rescued from the
dangers thatbesetus throughoursins;andbeaRedeemertodeliverus;Wholivestandreignest
with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end. Amen.

The Lesson: Revelation 6:1-11
Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four
living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a white
horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering,
and to conquer.

When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” And out
came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that
people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.

When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked,
and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. And I heard what
seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!”
When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!”
And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed
him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with
famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain
for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on
those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a
little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be
complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.



Page 11

Collect for the First Week of Advent
ALMIGHTYGod, giveusgrace thatwemaycast away theworksofdarkness, andputuponus the
armour of light, now in the time of thismortal life, inwhich thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his gloriousmajesty to judge
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

Prayer for the First Week of Advent

O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey
thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
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Friday, December 3

Collect for Lighting the Candle
STIR up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by thy protection we may be rescued from the
dangers that beset us through our sins; and be a Redeemer to deliver us; Who livest and
reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end.
Amen.

The Lesson: Revelation 7:1-4, 9-17
After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four
winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. Then I saw
another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he
called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and
sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants
of our God on their foreheads.” And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from
every tribe of the sons of Israel.
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all
the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our
God forever and ever! Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and
from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are
the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.

“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.

For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
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Collect for the First Week of Advent
ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that wemay cast away theworks of darkness, and put upon us
the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to
visit us in great humility; that in the last day,when he shall come again in his gloriousmajesty
to judge both the quick and the dead,wemay rise to the life immortal, throughhimwho liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

Prayer for the First Week of Advent

O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to
obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.
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Saturday, December 4

Collect for Lighting the Candle
STIR up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by thy protection we may be rescued from the
dangers thatbesetus throughoursins;andbeaRedeemertodeliverus;Wholivestandreignest
with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end. Amen.

The Lesson: Revelation 10
Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a
rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. He had a
little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land,
and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders
sounded. And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a
voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it
down.” And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand
to heaven and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in
it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more
delay, but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the
mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.

Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll
that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” So I went to
the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will
make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” And I took the little
scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I
had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. And I was told, “You must again prophesy about
many peoples and nations and languages and kings.”

Collect for the First Week of Advent
ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us
thearmourof light, now in the timeof thismortal life, inwhich thySon JesusChrist came tovisit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judgeboth thequick and thedead,wemay rise to the life immortal, throughhimwho liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.
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Prayer for the First Week of Advent
OGOD, fromwhomall holydesires, all goodcounsels, andall justworksdoproceed;Giveunto
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,may
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
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As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before thy face,
who shall prepare thy way;
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight—”

(Mark 1:2-3)

Feast of the Nativity
Choral Holy Communion

Christmas Eve ~ 4:00 and 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Day ~ 11:00 a.m.


