St. George's Anglican Church

Prepare ye the way
of the Lord

2020 Advent Daily Evening Devotionals
WEEK THREE
December 13 through December 19, 2020

A Daily Evening Devotional
The family lights the appropriate candle(s) in the Advent Wreath as shown in the picture for each week.
While lighting the candle(s) you may read the Collect for Lighting the Candle.

The Lord's Prayer
OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed by thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Leader:
Family:
Leader:
Family:

O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
Leader: Praise ye the Lord.
Family: The Lord’s Name be praised.
The Lesson (Daily appointed lessons, collects, and prayers can be found beginning on page 4.)
Before each lesson, it shall be said;

Here beginneth such a Chapter (or verse of such a Chapter) of such a Book.
After the lesson it shall be said,

Here endeth the lesson.
Apostles' Creed
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary:
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell;
The third day he rose again from the dead: He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty: From thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholic Church; The Communion
of Saints: The Forgiveness of sins: The Resurrection of the body: And the Life
everlasting. Amen.
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Leader:
Family:
Leader:
Family:
Leader:
Family:
Leader:
Family:
Leader:
Family:
Leader
Family:

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the State.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest us dwell in safety.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collect for the week.
Prayer for the week.
The Grace
THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Cor. xii. 14.
The family extinguishes the candle(s) in the Advent Wreath.
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Sunday, December 13
Collect for Lighting the Candle
WE beseech thee to listen to our prayers, O Lord, and by the grace of thy coming enlighten our
darkened minds: Thou who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen.
The Lesson: 1 Corinthians 9:7-23
Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its
fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk?

Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the same? For it is written
in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen
that God is concerned? Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written for our sake,
because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the
crop. If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things
from you? If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more?
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an
obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. Do you not know that those who are employed in
the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in
the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the
gospel should get their living by the gospel.
But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to secure any
such provision. For I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my ground for
boasting. For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is
laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a
reward, but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my
reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full
use of my right in the gospel.
For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them.
To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under
the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those
outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the
law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might
win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. I do
it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.
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Third Week of Advent
O LORD Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way
before thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare
and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that
at thy second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world with-out end. Amen.
Prayer for the Third Week of Advent
O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the
busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy grant
us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.
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Monday, December 14
Collect for Lighting the Candle
WE beseech thee to listen to our prayers, O Lord, and by the grace of thy coming enlighten our
darkened minds: Thou who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen.
The Lesson: Revelation 18:11-24
And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo
anymore, cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all
kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood,
bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour,
wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.

“The fruit for which your soul longed
has gone from you,
and all your delicacies and your splendors
are lost to you,
never to be found again!”
The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her
torment, weeping and mourning aloud,
“Alas, alas, for the great city
that was clothed in fine linen,
in purple and scarlet,
adorned with gold,
with jewels, and with pearls!
For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.”
And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far
off and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning,
“What city was like the great city?”
And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out,
“Alas, alas, for the great city
where all who had ships at sea
grew rich by her wealth!
For in a single hour she has been laid waste.
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Rejoice over her, O heaven,
and you saints and apostles and prophets,
for God has given judgment for you against her!”
Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,
“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence,
and will be found no more;
and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters,
will be heard in you no more,
and a craftsman of any craft
will be found in you no more,
and the sound of the mill
will be heard in you no more,
and the light of a lamp
will shine in you no more,
and the voice of bridegroom and bride
will be heard in you no more,
for your merchants were the great ones of the earth,
and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.
And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints,
and of all who have been slain on earth.”
Third Week of Advent
O LORD Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way
before thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare
and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that
at thy second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world with-out end. Amen.
Prayer for the Third Week of Advent
O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the
busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy grant
us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.
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Tuesday, December 15
Collect for Lighting the Candle
WE beseech thee to listen to our prayers, O Lord, and by the grace of thy coming enlighten our
darkened minds: Thou who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever. Amen.
The Lesson: Revelation 19:1-16
After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out,

“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
for his judgments are true and just;
for he has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her immorality,
and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”
Once more they cried out,
“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.”
And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who
was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice
saying,
“Praise our God,
all you his servants,
you who fear him,
small and great.”
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,
“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God
the Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and his Bride has made herself ready;
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it was granted her to clothe herself
with fine linen, bright and pure”—
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” Then I fell down
at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant
with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire,
and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but
himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The
Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were
following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike
down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of
the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name
written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

Third Week of Advent
O LORD Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way
before thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare
and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that
at thy second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world with-out end. Amen.
Prayer for the Third Week of Advent
O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the
busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy grant
us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.
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Wednesday, December 16
Collect for Lighting the Candle
WE beseech thee to listen to our prayers, O Lord, and by the grace of thy coming enlighten our
darkened minds: Thou who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever. Amen.
The Lesson: Matthew 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.”
Third Week of Advent
O LORD Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way before
thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare and make
ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy
second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who livest
and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world with-out end. Amen.
Prayer for the Third Week of Advent
O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and
the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy
mercy grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

Page 10

Thursday, December 17
Collect for Lighting the Candle
WE beseech thee to listen to our prayers, O Lord, and by the grace of thy coming enlighten our
darkened minds: Thou who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever. Amen.
The Lesson: Revelation 20:1-6
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless
pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed
it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years
were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.

Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus
and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ
for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were
ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of
Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.
Third Week of Advent
O LORD Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way before
thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare and make
ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy
second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who livest
and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world with-out end. Amen.
Prayer for the Third Week of Advent
O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and
the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy
mercy grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.
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Friday, December 18
Collect for Lighting the Candle
WE beseech thee to listen to our prayers, O Lord, and by the grace of thy coming enlighten our
darkened minds: Thou who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever. Amen.
The Lesson: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:8
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is
coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will
award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
Third Week of Advent
O LORD Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way before
thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare and make
ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy
second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who livest
and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world with-out end. Amen.
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Prayer for the Third Week of Advent
O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and
the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy
mercy grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

Page 13

Saturday, December 19
Collect for Lighting the Candle
WE beseech thee to listen to our prayers, O Lord, and by the grace of thy coming enlighten our
darkened minds: Thou who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever. Amen.
The Lesson: Hebrews 4:14-5:10
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are,
yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in
relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant and
wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. Because of this he is obligated to offer
sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. And no one takes this honor
for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was.
So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who
said to him,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;
as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears,
to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.
Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. And being made
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, being designated by
God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.
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Third Week of Advent
O LORD Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way before
thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare and make
ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy
second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who livest
and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world with-out end. Amen.
Prayer for the Third Week of Advent
O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and
the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy
mercy grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.
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As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before thy face,
who shall prepare thy way;
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight—”
(Mark 1:2-3)

Feast of the Nativity
Choral Holy Communion
Christmas Eve ~ 4:00 and 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Day ~ 11:00 a.m.
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